
February 24, 2009

Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham,

I am informing you that Forrest is displaying inappropriate behaviors. We had a
period of adjustment last week, but I assure you that my expectations for student like
behavior are not that different from Mr. Wehri's. His behavior in special area classes has
also prompted concerned comments from those teachers.

Forrest was given the opportunity to join his class in community circle, BEAR
reading and writing workshop. Sitting on the floor with his peers, sharing appropriate
responses related to the topic and listening to others share is quite difficult for Forrest.
He was asked to return to his seat and be removed from the group for each of these
situations. While seated, he is still being asked to participate. When he raises his hand
he is called on and his ideas are recognized and responded to. When asked to work
quietly during independent writing, reading or math workshops, he often makes
inappropriate noises and is distracting with his movements. He has been moved to a
private table or into the hallway. He continues to make the noises (humming, loud
whispering, pencil tapping, chair thumping); however, he is not directly next to another
child and distracting them.

It was truly my hope that separation from his peers would be the motivation to
alter behavior and exhibit self-control and respect. I have not seen any adjustment in
behavior. These strategies have been in effect for the entire year. They are not new to
Forrest or other students in need of intervention.

Today I offered Forrest three warnings and redirections for behavior. I then
explained that after three warnings he would be removed from our class and sent to the
office to work. I told him I would also inform you of his day. Even with the separation
from the group, during community circle and reading workshop, Forrest used two of his
warnings during the morning. He had his final warning about behavioral choices during
BEAR reading, right after lunch. I reminded Forrest of our arrangement and he chose to
be escorted to the office for the remainder of our writing workshop period. When I
arrived in the office to offer him independent work, he was sitting on a bench sleeping.
Whether he was truly tired or pretending, I do not know.

I am attaching a copy of a daily progress note that I have used with other students.
It is a tool to communicate with you by providing a brief glimpse of the day. I will place
a checkmark next to areas that were successful and appropriate. I will not be providing a
daily narrative of behavior. Rather this brief checklist will allow you to see situations
where Forrest was successful and where he continues to need improvement. You can
then engage in discussion about his successes and develop simple, manageable plans for
imorovement.



I would like to offer daily progress notes for you to sign and return beginning
today, February 24, 2009 and continuing through parent teacher conferences. I believe
daily communication, in which Forrest knows we are sharing with each other, will be
helpful. At our March conference date, we can determine if daily progress notes are still
necessary or if we should move to a weekly progress note.

I know that I have your support in helping Forrest grow into a responsible,
independent student. Thank you.


